
CITY OF NEW BEDFORD 
And Sixteen 

In the Year Two Thousand 

AN ORDINANCE 

RELATIVE TO VEHICLES FOR HIRE 

31- 509 

Be it ordained by the City Council of the City of New Bedford as follows:— 

SECTION 1. 
Chapter 24 of the Code of Ordinances is hereby amended by striking said Chapter in its' entirety and 

inserting, in place thereof, the following new Chapter:-

Chapter 24 - V E H I C L E S F O R H I R E . 

I. Vehicles for Hire - Generally. 

Sec. 24-1. Definitions. 

a) Common Carrier: Any vehicle operating in such a manner as to afford a means of 
transportation similar to that afforded by a railway company, by indiscriminately receiving 
and discharging passengers along the route on which the vehicle is operated or may be 
running, or for transporting passengers for hire as a business between fixed and regular 
termini pursuant to Section 1 of Chapter 159A of the General Laws of the Commonwealth. 

b) Livery Service: Providing transportation for hire for a prearranged fare on a prearranged basis 
by means of a Livery Vehicle, which does not contain a rate meter and does not charge for 
service based on miles traveled if the trip is less than 25 miles. Excluded from this definition 
are services provided by a licensed Taxicab and by a common carrier licensed under this 
chapter and the provisions of Chapter 159 A of the General Laws. 

c) Livery Vehicle: Any limousine or other vehicle which is designed to carry 15 or fewer 
passengers, including the driver, and carriers of passengers for hire, business courtesy, 
employee shuttle, customer shuttle, charter or other pre-arranged transportation, and which is 
not required to obtain a Taxicab License, but is required to display a Livery registration plate 
or an equivalent number plate issued by the Massachusetts Registry of Motor Vehicles (or its 
successor agency) and is intended to be used to provide Livery Service in the city. 

d) Public Vehicle Driver: Any person whom operates a class A, B or C vehicle for hire as 
proscribed pursuant to this chapter. 



e) Taxicab: a vehicle that has been equipped with a taximeter that is available for hire at the time transportation is needed 
via telephone, email, texting or other electronic means as well as in person. Payment for transportation provided is 
made at the time of service. 

f) Taximeter: an electric/mechanical device by which the charge for hire is calculated whether for distance traveled, or 
waiting time, or for both, and upon which such charge is displayed by means o f numerical figures. 

g) Vehicle For Hire: Any common carrier, livery vehicle or taxicab. 

Sec. 24-2. License required. 

No person shall operate a vehicle in the City in a manner that provides transportation to persons for a fee unless the vehicle is 
operated as a vehicle for hire pursuant to this Chapter. No person shall operate a vehicle for hire within the City without first 
complying with the licensing requirements pursuant to this Chapter. 

Sec. 24-3. Licensing authority. 
Authority is hereby delegated to the City Clerk to issue all licenses under this Chapter, subject to the limitations contained 
herein. 

Sec. 24-4. Classes of vehicles. 

a) . Class A - Any vehicle for hire that operates as a taxicab. 
b) . Class B - Any vehicle for hire operating as a common carrier. 
c) . Class C - Any vehicle for hire operating as a livery vehicle. 

Sec. 24-5. Investigation. 
Before granting any license under this Chapter, the City Clerk shall be satisfied by investigation through, the Police Department 
or by such other means as such Clerk deems desirable, that the applicant is legally entitled to exercise the license and is eligible 
therefore under the provisions of this Chapter. Applicant shall provide any information or releases deemed necessary for 
conducting an appropriate investigation. No application shall be approved and no license shall be granted i f applicant refuses or 
fails to comply with an investigation. 

Sec. 24-6. Insurance. 
No license for any class o f vehicle under this Chapter shall be issued by the City Clerk until the applicant shall have presented, 
to be filed with the application, a Certificate o f an Insurance Company authorized to transact business in the Commonwealth 
stating that the vehicle to which the license applies is properly insured under the laws ofthe Commonwealth or a Certificate of a 
Surety Company authorized to transact business in the Commonwealth as surety, stating that a Motor Vehicle Liability Bond, 
payable to the Commonwealth, which covers such motor vehicle, conforms to the provisions of M.G.L . A. c. 1 75, § 113 A , and 
runs for a period at least coterminous with such registration, has been executed by such applicant as principal and by such surety 
company as surety. Said certificate shall state the name and address ofthe owner o f the vehicle, the name o f the company in 
which the licensee is insured, the amount and character o f insurance or bond, and a statement that the insurance policy or bond 
is applicable to passengers lawfully riding in the vehicle under the provisions ofthe ordinances ofthe city. Said insurance or 
bond shall be to the amount or limit on account o f injury to or death o f any one person and on account o f any one accident 
resulting in the injury or death o f more than one person as provided in Massachusetts General Laws, and further certifying that 
said policy or bond shall not be cancelled without giving the city clerk five (5) days' notice thereof. When notice o f cancellation 
o f an insurance policy or bond is received by the City Clerk the licensee shall be notified, and unless the licensee shall, before 
the expiration o f the policy or bond to be cancelled, submit a new certificate o f a valid insurance policy or bond, the licensee 
shall return and surrender the Class A Public Vehicle License. Failure on the part o f the licensee to surrender promptly the 
license shall be reason and cause for suspension or revocation o f the license by the City Clerk, provided, however, that the 
license may be returned to the licensee by the City Clerk on the presentation for fi l ing o f a new certificate o f valid insurance or 
bond complying with this Chapter. 



I I . Class A Vehicles/Taxicabs 

24-7. Class A Vehicles/Taxicab - Rules and Regulations 

A l l Class A Licenses issued and active as ofthe effective date o f this Ordinance shall be considered the personal property of 
those individuals on record with the City Clerk as the holder ofthe license. The license shall have a value for tax or re-issuance 
purposes o f $5,000. The licenses shall be considered the personal property o f the licensee and may be sold or transferred 
pursuant to this Chapter. 

Any licenses that expire or that are not renewed wi l l revert to the City and the City Clerk shall be authorized to issue the license 
pursuant to Section 24-7 B. 

A. Application. 
1. Applications for the renewal or initial issuance of Class A Vehicle Licenses and identification plates shall be made at 

the Office of the City Clerk and shall set forth such information as the City Clerk may require, in addition to the 
following information: 

• The full name ofthe owner o f the vehicle for which a license and identification plate is desired; 

• The home address and the business location ofthe applicant; 

• The make, type and engine number ofthe vehicle; 

• The current Massachusetts registration number (Massachusetts registration certificate shall be displayed at the 
City Clerk's Office); 

• Whether the owner o f the class A vehicle is to drive and operate the vehicle under the license, or whether a 
licensed public vehicle driver, as hereinafter provided, is to be employed, or to act as an independent contractor 
relative to said license; 

• The passenger seating capacity o f the vehicle, exclusive ofthe driver. 

2. A non-refundable application fee o f $25.00 shall be paid at the time o f submittal of an application. No application shall 
be considered for approval until said application fee is paid. 

B. Issuance of Class A license. 

1. Awarding of license. 

Whenever the City Clerk determines that a Class A Vehicle License shall be issued, the City Clerk shall hold either 
a public auction or request for closed written bid submittals, at the discretion o f the City Clerk and the license shall 
be awarded to the highest bidder for the license provided that the highest bidder meets all other requirements 
pursuant to this Chapter. The minimum acceptable bid shall be $5,000 and no license shall be issued unless a 
bidder agrees to pay no less than the minimum bid. No auction shall be held without first advertising the date, time 
and place o f the auction along with a description ofthe license and the minimum bid required. The advertisement 
shall appear at least 10 days prior to the date o f the auction. No closed written bid submittals w i l l be accepted 
without first advertising the dates when bids shall be accepted; when bids w i l l be opened; along with a description 
o f the license and the minimum bid required. I f the highest bidder does not meet all the requirements o f this 
Chapter, the City Clerk w i l l issue the license to the second highest bidder for the amount ofthe second highest 
bidder's last bid. I f the second highest bidder does not meet all the requirements o f this Chapter or no bid can be 
qualified pursuant the requirements o f this Chapter, the license shall not be issued and the City Clerk w i l l 
determine whether or not to hold another auction or request new written bid submittals. The successful bidder shall 
be required to submit an application pursuant to section 24-7A. 

The City Clerk shall have the authority to establish rules and procedures for issuing Class A Licenses not 
inconsistent with this Chapter. 



2. Licensing documentation issued to licensee by city clerk. 

For purposes o f renewing a Class A License, a transfer or an initial award o f a license, the licensee shall submit an 
application. Upon approval of the renewal application or application for the initial award o f a license, payment of 
required fees and completion o f any other required procedures, the City Clerk shall issue to the licensee, the 
follow ing:-

a) License. 
Each vehicle shall have a separate and distinct license. The license shall contain the name of the licensed 
owner; the owner's address; the Class A License number; the make, model, year and vehicle identification 
number ofthe licensed vehicle; The City Clerk shall replace a lost, damaged or stolen license at a charge o f 
$10.00. 

b) Identification plate. 
Each vehicle licensed as a Class A Vehicle shall obtain from the City Clerk an identification plate that the 
licensee shall securely affix to the trunk on the driver's side ofthe licensed vehicle. A new identification plate 
shall be issued each year upon renewal. The City Clerk shall replace a lost, damaged or stolen identification 
plate at a charge o f $100.00. 

c) Interior identification card. 
Every Class A Vehicle shall have posted inside the licensed vehicle, a printed card issued by the City Clerk 
bearing the name of the owner, the owner's address and the Class A License number. The City Clerk shall 
replace a lost, damaged or stolen identification card at a charge o f $10.00 

C. Number of Class A licenses. 
No more than 65 Class A Public Vehicle Licenses shall be outstanding and in force at any one time. No person or 
corporation shall either directly or indirectly own or operate more than 35 Class A Vehicles at any one time. 

The City Council may suspend or revoke Class A Licenses for violation o f this Section. 

D. Transfer of Class A Licenses. 
A Class A License may be transferred or assigned to another person, or to another vehicle, by application to the City 
Clerk, subject to the same conditions concerning original applicants. The fee to transfer a Class A License to a new 
owner shall be $100.00 The fee for registration and issuance o f a transfer to another vehicle shall be $10.00. 

E. Term of Class .4 License. 
Each Class A License shall be valid from January 1'' to December 3 1 st o f each year. The licensee shall have the right 
to renew the license each year pursuant to the provisions o f 24-7F. 

F. Renewal of Class A License. 
Holders o f Class A Licenses shall be entitled to annual renewal o f said licenses unless the same have been surrendered 
or revoked, and provided further that proper renewal application is made subject to the follow ing provisions:-

1. A l l holders o f Class A Licenses shall submit an application for renewal by November 30"' o f each year. There shall 
be no application fee for renewal i f submitted on or before November 30*. Renewal application submitted after 
November 30* but before December 15* shall be accepted upon payment o f a fee o f $ 100.00. Any Class A Licenses 
for which no application for renewal has been submitted on or before December 15* shall be deemed expired on 
December 3 1 " and shall not be renewed. 

2. Upon final approval by the City Clerk ofthe renewal application, the City Clerk shall issue the renewed Class A 
License on or before December 3 U' and upon payment o f a fee o f $175.00. No license shall be issued until receipt o f 
payment ofthe fee. Failure to pay the fee on or before December 3U' w i l l result in the expiration ofthe Class A 
License and the license shall not be renewed. 



G. Suspension/Re vocation. 
The City Council may suspend or revoke any Class A License for violation of this Chapter. 

Whenever the City Council seeks to suspend or revoke a Class A License, notice shall also be given to the licensee. 
The Class A License holder may, within 30 days o f notice ofthe disciplinary action, request a hearing before the City 
Council or one o f its designated committees. Said hearing shall be held within 60 days from the date o f request. Should 
the City Council fail to hold a hearing within 60 days from the date o f request, the disciplinary action shall be null and 
void. 

The license o f any Class A vehicle holder who is convicted o f any o f the crimes enumerated in Section 24-14 o f this 
Chapter shall be revoked immediately by the City Clerk, provided that the license of Class A vehicle holder who is 
convicted o f violating the controlled substance laws or convicted o f any o f the crimes enumerated in Section 24-
14 when such crime involved the use o f a Class A public vehicle shall be permanently revoked. 

The City Clerk shall notify the City Council o f the failure o f any Class A licensee to cooperate in carry ing out any 
provisions o f this Chapter, and i f in the opinion o f the City Council the public interest or safety requires the revocation 
o f any Class A License, said license may be revoked w ithout a hearing. 

Any affirmative action shall be submitted to the May or for such Mayor's approval. 

24-8. Taximeters; rates. 

A. No vehicle shall be licensed or operated as a Class A vehicle unless and until the same is equipped with a taximeter. 
B. The term "taximeter" shall mean a mechanical instrument or device by which the charge for hire o f a Class A public 

vehicle at a predetermined rate or rates is mechanically calculated and registered, either for distance traveled or for 
waiting time, or both, and upon which such charge shall be indicated by means o f figures. 

C. No Class A vehicle shall be licensed until the taximeter attached thereto shall have been approved and sealed by the 
Office o f the Sealer o f Weights and Measures. After sundown, the face o f every taximeter shall be illuminated by a 
suitable light so arranged as to throw a continuous steady light thereon. Upon an order o f the Chief o f Police and 
City Clerk a licensee shall have the taximeter re-inspected. 

D. Waiting time shall include all time during which the Class A vehicle is not in motion, beginning five (5) minutes 
after its arrival at the place to which it has been called, or i f engaged in the street or at a stand, beginning five (5) 
minutes after the time o f such engagement. A charge as provided in subsection (j) hereof may be made, but no 
charge shall be made for time lost through the inefficiency ofthe vehicle or its driver, or for time between premature 
arrival in respect to a call and the hour for which the vehicle was ordered. 

E. Each taximeter must be furnished with a tamper-proof switch and system of electrical distribution, so that when the 
taximeter flag is in the vacant or noncarrying position, the vacant sign on the top of the taxicab w i l l be lighted, and 
when the meter flag is in the earning position, the fare indicator on the taximeter wi l l be lighted. 

F. Such taximeters must register upon visual counters the following items: 

1. Total miles. 
2. Paid miles. 
3. Number o f units. 
4. Number o f trips. 
5. Number o f extras. 

G. No driver o f a taxicab equipped with a taximeter while carrying passengers or under employment shall display the 
signal affixed to such taximeter in such a position as to denote such vehicle is not employed, or in such position to 
denote that the vehicle is employ ed at a rate o f fare different from that to which the operator is entitled under the 
provisions o f this chapter. It shall be the duty o f the driver to call the attention o f passengers to the amount registered 
and the taxicab flag shall not be changed to "Vacant" position until after the fare is paid. I f demanded by the 
passenger, the driver in charge o f a taxicab shall deliver to the person paying for the hiring ofthe same at the time o f 
such payment a receipt therefore in legible type or writing containing the name ofthe owner, the city license number 
or the driver's city license number, or the taximeter number, and any items for which a charge is made, the total 
amount paid, and the day and time o f pay ment. 



H. No person shall drive a taxicab to which is attached a taximeter that has not been duly inspected and approved, it 
shall be unlawful to change the size ofthe wheels or tires o f a taxicab or the gears operating the taximeter or to 
change a taximeter from one taxicab to another unless the taximeter is retested and approved. 

I . It shall be unlawful for any person owning, operating or driving a taxicab as herein defined to operate or drive such 
taxicab unless such taximeter is used in determining the fare to be charged and no other or different fare shall be 
charged to passenger than is recorded on the reading face o f said taximeter for a trip, except that the hourly rate may 
be used at mutual agreement o f passenger and owner ofthe taxicab. No other rates or methods o f measuring the 
distance or time charges shall be allowed except as herein provided. 

J. No taxicab license and no person in charge o f or operating a taxicab shall demand, charge, arrange, accept or receive 
any rate in excess o f or below the rates established by this chapter. The price or rates of fare which any person 
owning, operating or controlling any licensed class A public vehicle within the limits ofthe city may charge and 
demand and w hich shall be determined by a taximeter shall be: 

1. When a taxicab is engaged the rate w i l l be $2.00. 
2. For each succeeding 1/10 mile or fraction thereof.....0.35. 
3. For each 41 seconds o f waiting time or fraction thereof....0.35. 

In addition to the foregoing, such Class A public vehicles may install, but shall not be required to install, a metering system 
which measures according to "traffic/delay-dollar/hours" method, measuring for either time or distance in the event such 
vehicles are delayed in traffic for unusually long periods o f time. 

24-9. General Rules for class A vehicles/taxicabs. 

A. Class A vehicles shall not establish and maintain therefore any route between fixed terminals. 

B. Class A vehicles shall at all times be kept clean and fit for occupancy and in safe operating condition as required by 
law. 

C. Class A vehicle shall not carry more passengers than the number designated licensed seating capacity . 

D. No livery vehicle shall be used as a Class A vehicle. Any such violation of this paragraph shall be deemed a violation o f 
this Chapter and may result in suspension or revocation ofthe livery vehicle's city registration or immediate suspension 
or revocation o f all livery vehicles registered with the City under the same owner. 

E. A l l licensed Class A vehicles shall have on said vehicle, so as to be visible from the rear, in contrasting colors, the Class 
A license number issued by the City Clerk. A Class A licensee shall completely obliterate the foregoing lettering 
whenever such person disposes ofthe licensed vehicle. Advertising displays which do not screen the foregoing or hide 
the same from clear view may be carried on Class A vehicles. 

F. Whenever, in the discretion o f the Chief o f Police, any holder o f a Class A license or employee or agent o f any holder 
o f a Class A license operates in such a fashion or assists in any manner, a holder o f a license as a class B, C or any other 
type o f vehicle that requested a taxicab or were engaged in such a manner that is regularly and commonly reserved for 
or used in engaging a taxicab, the Chief of police shall send notice to the holder of said Class A license which provides 
the basis for the findings ofthe chief o f police and notify the Mayor and City Council. 

I I I . Class B Vehicles/Common Carriers 

24-10. Class B Vehicles/Common Carr ier - Rules and Regulations. 

A. Application 

1, Applications for Class B vehicle licenses shall be made at the Office of the City Clerk and shall set forth such 
information as the City Clerk may require, in addition to the following information: 

• The full name ofthe owner ofthe vehicle for which a license is desired; 

• the home address and the business location ofthe applicant; 

• the make, type and engine number ofthe vehicle; 



• the current Massachusetts registration number; 

• whether the owner o f the class B vehicle is to drive and operate the vehicle under the license, or whether a 
licensed public vehicle driver, as hereinafter provided, is to be employed, or to act as an independent 
contractor relative to said license; 

• The passenger seating capacity o f the vehicle, exclusive o f the driver. 

• Specific route upon which the Class B vehicle w i l l receive and discharge passengers. 

2. A non-refundable application fee o f $30.00 shall be paid at the time o f submittal o f an application. No application shall 
be considered complete for approval until said application fee is paid. 

3. The City Clerk shall promptly submit all completed applications to the City Council for approval after completion. 
Said final approval by the City Council is subject to all rules, procedures, schedules and requirements ofthe City 
Council but shall, in any event, be acted upon within 60 days o f completion o f application. No Class B license shall be 
issued until final approval by the City Council is validly voted upon and considered final pursuant to City Council 
rules. 

B. Issuance of class B vehicle license 

1. Upon final approval by the city council and mayor, the city clerk shall issue the Class B license within 5 business 
day s without the requirement o f a fee. 
2. I f any application for a license under this section is not favorably acted upon by the City Council within a period of 
60 days after the filing thereof, the applicant may appeal to the Department o f Telecommunications and Energy within 
5 days following the expiration o f said period or, i f notice o f unfavorable action is sooner given, within 5 days o f said 
notice, upon a petition in writ ing setting forth all the material facts in the case. 
3. Every license for the operation o f a Class B vehicle shall have the route specifically detailed on the license provided, 
that in the event ofthe closing ofthe whole or a portion o f such a route by public authority or o f interference with 
operation thereon by street repairs, tire, accident, unusual and severe traffic congestion or other emergency , a licensee 
may temporarily operate such vehicles by a reasonably direct and convenient detour. 

C Number of licenses. 

There shall be no limit on the number o f Class B licenses that may be issued pursuant to this Chapter. 

D. Transfer. 

1. A Class B license assigned to a vehicle may only be transferred to another vehicle that is registered to the same 
owner as the licensed vehicle. The owner seeking the transfer shall submit any and all information required by the City 
Clerk reasonably required to complete the transfer and payment o f a transfer fee o f $10. No more than 2 transfers o f a 
Class B license in a single term under this paragraph shall be provided without approval ofthe City Council. 

2. Any transfer o f ownership o f the licensed vehicle shall automatically terminate the Class B license assigned to the 
vehicle and the vehicle shall be considered unlicensed to operate as a Class B vehicle. The new owner ofthe vehicle 
may submit an application for a license pursuant to the provisions o f this Chapter. 

E. Term of license 
Any Class B license issued shall be valid for a period of 3 years from the date o f issuance. Date o f issuance shall be as 
ofthe date license is approved by the Mayor. 

F. Renewal 
Holders o f Class B licenses shall be required to submit a timely application pursuant to Section 24-10 prior to the 
expiration date in order to maintain a continuous active license. 

G. General rules fm Class B vehicle. 

1. In addition to the provisions o f this Chapter, Class B vehicles shall be subject to the provisions o f Chapter 159A of 
the General Laws o f the Commonwealth o f Massachusetts. 



2. Any change in the route on which the vehicle is operated or may be running must be registered with the City Clerk 
and the license amended to reflect the changes to the route. Fee for each change in route shall be $5.00. 

IV. Class C Vehicles/Livery Vehicle 

24-11. Class C Vehicles/Livery Vehicle - Rules and Regulations. 

A. Application 

1. Applications for Class C vehicle licenses shall be made at the office ofthe City clerk and shall set forth such 
information as the city clerk may require, in addition to the following information: 

• The full name o f the owner o f the vehicle for w hich a license is desired: 

• the home address and the business location ofthe applicant; 

• the make, type and engine number ofthe vehicle; 

• the current Massachusetts registration number (Massachusetts registration certificate shall be 
displayed at the city clerk's office); 

• whether the owner o f the class C vehicle is to drive and operate the vehicle under the license, or 
whether a licensed public vehicle driver, as hereinafter provided, is to be employ ed, or to act as an 
independent contractor relative to said license; 

• The passenger seating capacity ofthe vehicle, exclusive ofthe driver. 

• Any and all means o f communication by which transportation by the vehicle w i l l be arranged and 
any specific telephone numbers, email addresses, etc. that wi l l be used to arrange transportation. 

2. A non-refundable application fee o f $50.00 shall be paid at the time o f submittal o f an application. No 
application shall be considered for approval until said application fee is paid. 

3. The city clerk shall submit all completed applications to the city council for approval within 30 davs o f 
completion. Said final approval by the city council is subject to all rules, procedures, schedules and 
requirements ofthe city council. No class C license shall be issued until final approval by the city council is 
validly voted upon and considered final pursuant to city council rules. 

B. Issuance of Class C License. 

Upon final approval, the city clerk shall issue the class C license within 15 business days and upon payment o f a fee o f 
$100. No license shall be issued until receipt o f payment ofthe fee. Any license issued after December 3U' o f a 
given y ear shall be issued upon pay ment o f a prorated fee as follows:-

1. Issuance between January 1 and January 31 - $75 
2. Issuance between February 1 and February 29 - $60 
3. Issuance between March 1 and March 31 - $45 
4. Issuance between Apr i l 1 and June 30 - $30 

C. Number of Licenses. 
There shall be no limit on the number o f class C licenses that may be issued pursuant to this chapter. 

D. Transfer. 

1. A class C license assigned to a vehicle may only be transferred to another vehicle that is registered to the same 
owner as the licensed vehicle. The owner seeking the transfer shall submit any and all information required by 
the city clerk reasonably required to complete the transfer and payment of a transfer fee o f $ 10. No more than 
2 transfers o f a class C license in a single term under this paragraph shall be provided without approval ofthe 
city council. 

2. Any transfer o f ownership o f the licensed vehicle shall automatically terminate the class C license assigned to 
the vehicle and the vehicle shall be considered unlicensed to operate as a class C vehicle or livery vehicle. 
The new owner ofthe vehicle may submit an application for a license pursuant to the provisions o f this chapter. 



E. Term of License. 
Any class C license that is renewed shall be valid from July 1 t o June 30* ofthe follow ing year. Any new class 
C license issued shall be valid from the date of issuance to the ensuing June 30*. 

F. Renewal. 

1. A l l holders o f class C licenses shall submit an application for renewal by March 3 1 o f each year. There 
shall be no application fee for renewal i f submitted on or before March 3 1 " Any application for renewal submitted 
after March 3 1 a n d on or before Apr i l 30* shall pay a fee o f $25. No renewal application shall be accepted after 
Apr i l 30*. A class C license holder w i l l be required to file an application pursuant to Section 24-1 1A ( I ) 
through (3) i f the license holder fails to meet the renewal deadlines. 

2. Renewal applications shall be submitted to the city council for the first meeting in Apri l and shall be subject 
to the usual and ordinary rules, procedures schedules and requirements of the city council. 
3. Upon final approval of the renewal application, the city clerk shall issue the renewed class C license within 
15 business days and upon payment o f a fee o f $75. No license shall be issued until receipt o f payment ofthe fee. 
4. For purposes of this paragraph, the term "late year new license" shall mean any new license first issued 
on or after March 1" and before June 30* o f a given year. A late year new license holder shall apply for the 
first renewal at the time o f receipt ofthe late year new license. No application fee shall be charged in such an 
instance. Should the city council fail to approve or deny the renewal prior to the expiration ofthe late year 

new license, the new licensee shall be allowed to continuously operate pursuant to the valid new license until 
such time as the city council acts upon the renewal. Thereafter, the licensee shall be subject to renewal 
procedures in paragraphs 1 through 3. 

G. Suspension and Revocation. 
The city council may suspend or revoke any class C license for violation o f this Chapter w ithout hearing. 

H. General Rules. 

1. No livery vehicle shall be used as a class A vehicle. Any violation o f this paragraph may result in not 
only suspension or revocation pursuant to 24-1IG. but may also result in suspension o f any number o f livery 
vehicles registered with the city under the same owner. 

V. Public Vehicle Driver 

24-12. License required. 

No vehicle for hire shall be operated by any person who has not obtained a public vehicle driver license pursuant to this chapter. 
No person shall act as a public vehicle driver without first obtaining a license from the city clerk. 

24-13. Application for Public Vehicle Driver license. 
Application to be licensed as a public vehicle driver shall be made at the office o f the city clerk. A non-refundable application 
fee o f $15.00 shall be paid at the time o f submittal o f an application. No application shall be considered for approval until said 
application fee is paid. 
Applications shall set forth, under the penalties o f perjury, such information as the city clerk may require, in addition to the 
following information: 

• Name o f applicant, 
• the number o f applicant's license to operate motor vehicles in the commonwealth, and 
• the date o f the expiration o f said license, which state license shall be displayed at the time o f making application; 
• name o f the person by which applicant is to be employed, and i f not employed, from whom applicant is leasing or 

renting a vehicle. 



The applicant shall, at applicant's own expense, furnish the city clerk with 2 two-inch by two-inch photographs o f applicant 
before the license is issued, one o f which shall be affixed to the license, and the other used in connection with the office record. 
In case o f renewals, the applicant shall not be required to provide new photographs, providing those in existence are in good 
condition, but applicant must surrender the old license. 

24-14. Qualifications for approval. 

Public vehicle driver licenses may be granted to suitable persons o f good character, 18 years o f age or over, otherwise qualified 
to operate vehicles, provided they can read, write, speak, understand or can otherwise communicate in the English language, and 
they have not been convicted, within 3 years ofthe date o f application, or larceny; illegal gaming, illegal keeping, transporting 
or sale o f liquor, drugs or controlled substances; immoral conduct; driving under the influence of intoxicating liquor or drugs; 
leaving the scene o f a motor vehicle accident after causing injury or damage to a person or property; driving so as to endanger 
life or property; any felony or the violation o f any ofthe terms o f this chapter. Notwithstanding the preceding, no public vehicle 
driver license shall ever be issued to any person who has been convicted o f violating the controlled substance laws or convicted 
o f any o f the above when such crime involved the use o f a public vehicle. 

In the event that the individual is duly qualified for public vehicle driver license and is unable to speak as a result o f physical 
disability or impairment, the above requirement that the individual speak the English language w i l l be waived. 

24-15. License form and expiration 

The license shall contain a description o f the person licensed, together with a photograph ofthe licensee as abovementioned, and 
such other data as the city clerk may deem advisable. Said license shall expire 2 years from the date o f issuance thereof. The 
suspension ofthe license to operate motor vehicles in the commonwealth shall automatically suspend the public vehicle license. 

24-16. Issuance of Public Driver Lieense and badge. 

The city clerk shall issue the public vehicle license within 45 business days o f the completed application submittal and upon 
payment o f a fee o f $50. No license shall be issued until receipt o f payment o f the fee. I f after good faith attempt to complete 
an investigation, the city clerk is unable to complete such investigation into the background o f the applicant, the city clerk shall 
promptly notify the applicant in writing that the investigation has not been completed and shall be completed within 60 business 
day s after the 45 business days. Any investigation that remains incomplete after the passage o f 105 business days after the 
submittal o f a completed application that is not related to any delay caused by the applicant shall entitle the applicant to the 
issuance o f the public driver license and badge. 

Upon issuance o f a public driver license, the city clerk shall additionally supply a badge to the licensee. At all times that the 
licensed driver is in control o f the vehicle the badge shall be prominently posted in the vehicle in plain view o f any passenger s 
except when providing service for a wedding or funeral. The badge shall bear the words "New Bedford Public Vehicle Driver" 
and badges shall be numbered serially. The number ofthe badge issued to a licensee shall be noted on the license. Said badge 
shall be kept in repair by the licensee and shall remain the property o f the city, to be returned to the city clerk's office should the 
license be revoked or suspended, or should licensee cease to be employed or working as a public vehicle driver. A driver or 
operator renewing a license may retain a badge previously issued i f it is displayed at the time o f issuance o f a new license. I f a 
badge is lost, the licensee shall immediately report the fact to the city clerk who shall issue another badge to the licensee on 
pay ment o f the charge o f $10.00, and the new badge number and date o f issue shall be noted on the license. 

24-17. Suspension and revocation. 

To the extent permitted by law, a public vehicle driver's license may be suspended or revoked by the mayor and city council 
without a hearing, for good reason. 

The license o f any Public Vehicle Driver who is convicted o f any ofthe crimes enumerated in section 24-14 of this chapter shall 
be revoked immediately by the city clerk, provided that the license o f any Public Vehicle Driver who is convicted o f violating 
the controlled substance laws or convicted o f any o f the crimes enumerated in section 24-14 when such crime involved the use 
of a class A, B or C public vehicle shall be permanently revoked. 

The city clerk shall notify the city council ofthe failure of any Pubic Vehicle Driver to cooperate in carrying out any provisions 



of this chapter, and i f in the opinion o f the city council the public interest or safety requires the revocation o f any Public Vehicle 
Driver license, said license may be revoked without a hearing. 

Any affirmative action shall be submitted to the mayor for such may or's approval. 

Section 2. 
This ordinance shall take effect in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 43 ofthe General Laws. 


