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Members of the City Council g ﬁ -.él_cz

City of New Bedford < g&;‘

133 William Street Q - g=

New Bedford, MA 02740 D 0 Se

: = o ED

Dear President Pimental and City Council Members: N *”?é%
)

We are writing in response to the Council’s motion for a “special license plate” for those
who served in the military. We thought it would be helpful to provide an account of the

series of veteran related plates and state benefits provided to those who served in the
military. '

The Registry of Motor Vehicles issues ten (10) veterans’ series license plates. They
include a general veteran flag plate, numerous plates for recipients of medals of valor and
others for gold star families, pearl harber survivors, ete. The Registry charges a fe¢ for
the general veteran plate, from which the proceeds benefit the Soldiers’ Homes in
Chelsea and Holyoke. Veterans eligible for the remainder of the above listed plates are
not charged the additional fee. Eligible disabled and ex-prisoners of war veterans are
exempt from having to pay for license plates and registration renewal fee. They are also

exempt from motor vehicle excise for one personal vehicle as well as sales tax for one
personal vehicle.

In addition to the benefits provided by Registry of Motor Vehicles, eligible
Massachusetts veterans are entitled to an array of other benefits. They include tuition
waivers at state institutions of higher learning, property tax exemptions, and civil service
preference to name a few. A more complete description of the benefits provided by our
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IN CITY COUNCIL, February 08, 2007
Rule 42 Waived — Yeas 11, Nays 0.

Referred to Dan LeBlane, Veterans Agent and the City Council President to draft a letter and
sketch from Mr. Leblanc and send letter and original Motion back to State Representatives.
‘ Rita D. Arruda, City Clerk

Presented to the Mayor for approval February 12, 2007. RitaD. Arruda, City Clerk
Approved February 12, 2007. Scott W, Lang, Mayor

a true copy, attest:

City Clerk
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Leo R. Pimental
City Council President - 2007
Councillor Ward Six

February 14, 2007

Director of Veterans Benefits and Services Donat “Dan” LeBlanc
Quest Center — 1213 Purchase Street .

New Bedford, MA 02748
e ! qu
Dear Mr. LeBfanc: U

Enclosed, please find correspondence from Representatives Koczera, Cabral, Canessa and Quinn, responding
to Council Motion for a “special license plate” for those who served in the military, stating the Registry of
Motor Vehicles issues ten (1) Veterans® series plates and providing further info regarding same, which was
referred to you and me to draft a letter, include a sketch from you and sent the letter and sketch and original
motion (also enclosed) back to the State Representatives.

Since you were in attendance at the meeting, you must have realized, from the debate that took place on the
Council Floor, that the State Represeniatives misunderstood what the New Bedford City Council was
requesting. We did not want yet another Veterans® plate. The Council wanted a plate that “regular citizens”
could purchase with part of the proceeds from its sales going to SUPPORT our Veterans (for costs of medical
fees, etc.) throughout the Commonwealth, much like plates issued to support children and animal causes, etc.

I am requesting that you submit any ideas as to what you would like the plates to look like and/or read, and
inclade a sketch, if you wish. I will then resubmit the original motion with a letter of explanation and your
ideas (to include skeich, if any.)

Thank you for your assistance with this. If there are any questions, or if you want to get together for
discussion/brainstorming, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely;
_r’j

A
Lé&o R Pimental

City Council President-2007
City Councillor - Ward Six

LREP:ros {DanLeBlancspllicplate. reqforsketch. let)

Enclosures

o File

Residence: 143 Butler Street + New Bedford, Massachusetts 02744 » Tel. (508) 984-1581
E-mail: counc20977@aol.com
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THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
STATE HOUSE, ROOM 448

REPRESENTATIVE ROBERT M. KOCZERA

Telephoune nuwmber (617} 722-2582
Fax pumber (617) 722-2879

To: Mt. Dan Le Blanc, Director
New Bedford Veteran Services
(508 979-1736

From: Tobias M. Paulo for Rep. Koczera

Subject: Information as discussed with this moming over
the telephone

" Number of Pages 310 (Inciuding Cover Page)
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- plate shall post a'bond in the amount 0T 100,600 to secure the issuance of the distinctive piate, The

o«

‘MGL.- Chapter 30, Section 2f Page [ of2

The General Laws of Magsachusetts
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PART L. ADMINISTRATION OF THE GOVERNMENT

TITLE XIV, PUBLIC WAYS AND WORKS

CHAPTER 90. MOTOR VEBICLES AND ATRCRAFT
MOTOR VEHICLES

Chapter 80: Section 2F. Distinctive registration plates; subvaission of applications; e¢ligible
organizations

Section 2F. (a} The registrar shall desigm, issue and regulate the uss of distinctive registration plates,
subject to the followiog conditions: an crganization SPONSOring or requesting a distinctive regisiration

orgauization or group shall also swbmit 1,500 individual applications requestng the distinclive
registration plate on ari application form dewermined by The régisirar, and the application form shall
ificlide the name, address and signature of ¢ach individual requesting the distinctive regisirabion plate.
Each of fhe 1,500 applications shall bg ageommpanied by & nonrefundable check in the amaunt of $40.
Upon the completion of the submission of the bond and the 1,500 mdividual applications, the
arganization oT group requasting the distinctive registration plate shall subnsit a proposed design for the
plate. The registrar shall approve the design within 90 days of its sibmission. Afer the registrar grants
approval of the design, the registrar shali send the distinetive registration plate into produstion.

(b} A minimum of 3,000 distinetive registration plates shall be issued within 2 years of the issnance of
the firet distinctive registration plate in the scries. Failure to reach the minimum by the end of the 2 vear
period shall result in the total or partial forfeiture of the bond. If 1otal revenue gencrated by the
distinctive registration plate Is less than the established total cost to the commonwealih for itsning
distinctive registration plates, an amount equivalent to the difference in revenues and costs shatl be
deposited from the bond into the General Fund. The remainder of the bond shall be retumed to the
organization or group that posted the bond. ' -

(¢} Distinelive registration plates o be considered by the registrar pursuant fo this section shall include,
butnot be Bmited to, plates that will benefit the following agencies, charities, causcs or nonprofit
orgamizations: The Timmy Fuod for the purpose of assisting their efforts in cancer teatment, rescarch
and prevention; The New England Patriots Charitable Foundation, Inc.; Mini Fenway Parlc The
American Cancer Sosiety for the purpose of assisting their efforts in cancer reatment, research and
nrevention; the pstabiishment of a children’s education fund to gssiat Tocal cities and towns in
purcharing textbooks for their school systems; the estzblishment of 2 library preservation trust fund to
assist the commonwezlth’s public libraries in purchasing books, periodicals and other literature and
equipment; the Black United Pund of Massachusetts; the establishment of a Diane Zanibond breast ,
cancer research fund to be coordinated by the department of public health; the pharmacy assistance
programy The Humane Coalition {or the purposes of instituting animal control programs; ‘The Rotary
Foundation; The Springficld Library and Museum Association for the purposes of creating and
supporiing a Dr. Scuss Museurs in the city of Springfield; The New England Chapter of Transplant
Recipients International Orgamization, Inc. for supporting organ and tissue donation and outreach

http:/fwww.mass.gov/legis/laws/mpl/90-2fhim - 272202007
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efforts; the department of environmerdal managernent for the inaintenance of historical vessels; the
University of Massachusetts schelars fund and alumni fund; the extablishment of an agricultural trust
find to promote and enhance the viability of agriculture; the establishrment of 2 violence prevention
education program ro be coordinated by the department of aducation; an open space acquisition program
to be coordinated by the executive office of environmieatal affairs; th-: Second Cenmry Fund coordinated
by the depariment of environmental managernent for the matntenance, preservation and operation of the
state park systeny; the establishment of a fund t asgist in the maintemance and preservation of historical
momnunents; the establishment of a youth hockey promotion fund 10 offeet the costs of participariug io
youth hockey and promote improvement of parent und player behavior; the Massachuselts Lions Bye
Rasearch Program and the Lazatus Program, the establishmeant of & Massachusetts AFL--CIQ
scholarship trast fund to promete the study of Tabor history and to provide scholarship assistanee to
Harvard University’s lrade union program; the establishmeni of a future of nurging fund to assist in
effcsts o address the shortage of nurses; the Massachusetts Firefighters Academy Trust Fund; the Power
Linemen Fund for the further training 0‘? apprentices; the Fallen Firefighter Memorial Fund to ba
caordinated by the Professional Firefighters of Massachusetts; the public schocl PTO/PTA Public
Schoo! education fursd; Massachusetiz Firefighter Safery Fund; the University of Massachusetts Men's
and Women®svarsity gymunsstic teams; the Old Colony Club for the purpose of restoring the
Forefathers” monurnent; The Harvey Ball World Smile Foundation to benefit the fund for arts, culture
and edueation; motorist sefefy as it pertains to bicyclisis and sharing the road; the Juvenile Diabetes
Besearch Foundation for research into freatment and prevention of juvenile diabetes, the Cape Cod
Baseball League; and Mini-Fenway Parl, Inc, and cities and towns for the purpose of suppoﬂmz iocal
programs as organized by a singie city or town.

(d) The registrar shall design, produce, 1ssue and regulate the nse of disbnetive registration plaiess:
proposed by any agency, charity or nonprofit organization that has satisfactorily complied with ghe
condrtions and requirements set forth in subsection (a).

bttp:/fwww mass. govdegis/laws/mgl/90-2£htm 2422/2007
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1310-1000

1310-1001

1410-0010

1410-0012

Appeliaie Tox Roard,

schedule hcarings in  Bamstgble, Garner, L fice, Milford,
Northampian, Pittsfield, Spongfield, Worcgs and  southeastemn
Massachuse M\]d providex! further, thai s Q:%Jia:d shall repert to the
house and senatéwnmitices on way s i means ne later than December
1, 2006 on the numbervdbearingg h=1d at cach iocation .. $1,899,686

For the operation of the appellate tax board; pmvid;uti}:z?c board shall
¢

$300,000 from fcm‘ lected; provi that in order to acwmmodate
discrepancies betweoen the TeCCipt nf refingd TEVEUSS and related
expenditures, thc board may incur expsnses a e complroller may
certify for'payment amounts not to exceed the Jower o authorization
or the most recent revenue estimate as reported in ﬁ:ewounﬁng
EYSIEM i i e ciecnneeneen. £300,000

Department of Veterans’ Services

For the operation of the depariment of veterans® services; provided, that
the department may fand a housing spesialist from fids ftem; provided
further, that not less than $10,000 shall be expended for the purpose of
mamtaining the Massachusetts Vietan Veterans Memorial located in the
Green Hill park in Worcester; provided Rurther, that not less than $10,000
shall be expended for the Korean War Vetcrans Committee of
Massachusetts for the putpose of waintaining the Korean War Memorial
located in the shipyard park of the Charlestown Navy Yard; and provided
further, thai the dep&ﬁmﬂm may expend funds for the Glory 54th
Brigade.... 82,012,187

For services to veterans, inclading the mainterance aud operation of
outreach centers; provided, that the centers shall provide counseling to
incarcerated veterans and to Vietnam era veterans and their famnilies wha

may have been cxposed to agent orangs; provided further, that these

caniers shall also provide services to veterans who were dismargad after
September 11, 2001, and their familics; provided further, that not less thau
$292,480 dhall be obligated for a contract with the Montachugett Veierans
Outreach Center in the eity of Gardner; provided further, that not Iess than
$228,771 shail be obligated for & contract with the Veterans Benefit
Clearinphouse in the Roxbury section of Boston; provided further, that pot
less fhap %144,879 shall be oblipated for a contract with the Puerto Rican
Veterans Assocation of Massachusetts, Inc., in the city of Springfield;
provided flether, that not less than $131,500 shall be obligated for a
coniract with Nam Vets Association of the Cape and Islands in the
Hyannis section of the town of Bamnstable; provided further, that not luss
thars $106,102 shall be obligated for 2 contract with the North Shore
Veterans Counseling Center in the city of Beverly; provided further, that
not lese than $100,000 shall be expended for veteran’s services to be
administered by the Falmouth veterans agent through the Falmouth Froe

http:/fwreew mass. gov/ilegis/laws/seslaw(6/51060139 htm
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Clinje and Community Center; provided further, that not less than $106,00G shall be

1410-0015
1410-0018

1410-0100

1410-0250

obligated for 4 contract with the Velsrans Northeast Outreach Center in
the eity of Haverhill; provided further, that not less than $100,000 shall be
expended for the Disabled American Veterans organization, provided
further, that not less thas $100,000 be carmarked and obligated to Baston
metropolitan arex for a contract with the Puerio Rican Veterans
Agsotintion of Massachusctts, Inc; provided further, that not less than
$90.000 shall be expended tor the Veterans Association of Bristol County
in Fall River; provided further, thai not less than $84,453 shall be
obligated for a contract with the Metrowest/Metrosouth Cuirsach Center
in the town of Framinghamy provided further, that not less than $80,000
shall be expended to United Vetmrans of America for the purpose of
providing services to homeless veterans i Berkshire County; provided
further, that not Isss than $50,000 shall be provided to the Middleboro
Veterans' Oufreach Center; provided further, that not less than $30,000
shall be expended for the oral history preject at the Morse Institute Library
in Natick; and provided further, that not less than 525,000 shall be
expended to the Mason Scuare Area Veterans Oulreach Center, so-called,
1 the city of Springfield.......cco....... $1,663,185

For the women vewrans’ ontreach progrant......... ... 542,282

The department may expend not more than $300,000 for the maintenance
and operation of Agawam and. Winchendon vetersng’ cemeteries from
revenue collected from fees, grams, gifis or other contributions o ths
cemeterics; prior appropriations continned ... $300,000

For the revenue maximization project of the executive office of elder
affairs to identify mdividuals eligible for veterans' peasions whoe are
eurrenily Teceiving home heakh care servicss ...oone 598,000

For homelessnese services; provided, that not less than $652,395 shall be

‘obligated for a contract with the Scutheastern Massachusstts Veterans
Housing Program, Inc., in the ¢ity of New Bedford; provided further, that

not less than 3623,105 shall be obligated for 2 contract with the central
Massachugeits Shelter for [lomeless Veterans in the city of Worcester;
provided further, that not legs than $220,000 shall be cbligaied for 2
contract with the United Veterang of America shelter in the wown of Leads;
provided farther, that not less thap 3200,000 shall be obligated for
contracts with the Veterzns Hospice Homestead in the eliy of Leominster
and the Veizrans Hospice in the town of Fitchburg; provided forther, that
not less than 199,405 shall be cbhlgated for a contract with Uity Hoose
i the city of Gardner; provided Awther, that rot Jess than $190,000 shall
be obligated for & comiract with Habitat PLILS, in the oity of Lymmy;
provided furthier, that $100,350 hall be obligated for a contract wiih the
Veterzus Benefit Clearinghouse in the Dorchesier section of the city of
Boston; provided further, that not Iess than $80,000 shall be provided for a
cottract with the Mansion in the city of Haverhill; provided further, that
not less than $75,000 shall be obligated for a comieact with the Transition
House in the city of Springfield; provided furthex, that not less then
$73,350 shall be obligated for & comtvact with the Veterans Benelit

http:/Awww.nasy. goviegis/laws/seslaw06/510601 39 hirn
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Cleannghouse in the Roxbury section of the city of Boston; provided further, that not Jess

14300251

1410-0300

14100400

than 351,975 shall be expended for a comtract with the Springfield
Bitmgual Vetsrans Outreach Center for the operation and masintcrance of
2 fransitional housing unit at the YMCA, of Springfield; provided further,
that not less than $37,350 shull be obligated for 2 conwact with the
Homestead in the town of Myannis; provided further, that not less than
$42,000 shall be obligated for a contract with the Turmer House locaiad (n
the town of Williamstown; and provided further, that not loss than $25,000
shall be expended for transitional services at Qur Neighbor’s Table in
AMESULY v, 52,571,930

Fer the malmenance and operation of homeless shelters and transitional
housing for veterans a1 the New England Shelfer for Homeless Veterans
located in the city of Bogton; providad, that not Jess thar 500,000 shali be
expended for capital improvements...,......... $3,176,703

For the payment of anmuitics 5 ceftain disabled VelEFars and the parente
and yn-remarried spouses of certain deceased veterans; provided, that the
payments shall be made purshant to section 6B of chapter 115 of the
General Laws; provided furthcr, that the depariment shall take reasonzble
steps to lermipste payments upon the death of & recipient; provided
further, that the department shall prorate annuity pavmenis to ensure that
the total payments in fiscal year 2007 shell not excecd the amount
approprigted herein; and provided further, that the secretary of veterans’
services shall file with the house and sonate commitiess on ways and
means a report detailing the number of apphications received for snumities
offered under this program at the end of each fiseal
QUBLTET o crrsrerarssrescevr v sereninsiosns e e, 3 1O, B59,688

For reimbursing cities end towns for mouey paid for veterans’ benefits and
for payments 1o certain: veferuns underisection 6 'of chapter115 of the

“Genefal Laws; provided, that notwithstanding any general or special law

10 the contrary, 100 per cent of the amoeunts of veterans’ beuefits paid by

vities- and towns:to residents of 2 soldiers” home shall be paid by the

cormmonwealth te the several cities and towns; provided forther, that
pursuant to section 9 of said chapter 115 the departmoent shall reiniburse
cities and towns for the cost of United States flags placed on the graves of
veterans on Memorial Day, provided further, that notwithstanding any
genezal or special law to the contrary, the scorctary of veteran services
Inay continue- a. baining program for veterans’ agents. and . dirgsctors of
veierang” services m cies and towns; provided farther, thar the purpose of
the fraining program shall be lo-mexiize federal sssistance available for

veterans and to assure that the sgonts and directors receive-uniformn -

ingtruétion ou providing velerans and deperidents with advice relanive 1o

- provurement of state, federal and local benefits to which they are =mtitled,

including employment, cducation, health care, retirement gnd other
veterans® benefits; provided further, that the subject matter of the raining
program shall include benefits availeble under-said chapter. 115 and
alterpative resources, including thuse which are partially or wholly
subsidized by the federal governiment, such as Medicaid, Supplementa]
Security Income and Social Secinity Disability benefits, as well as federal

hitp:/fwww.mass gov/legis/Taws/seslaw06/51060139 han
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pension and compensation entitlements; provided further, thar the seeretary shall

1410-0630

1598-0035

The Governor disapproved the following e
The Legislature overrode the Governor's ve

1565-0042

' Convcn%(]enter Authority in accordance with section 39 of ¢
a

promulgate regulations for the traming program; provided furher, that
upon successful participation by the velsians’ agents or directors of
veterans’ services in the training program, the costs of the waining
program mcurred by the severa citics and towns shall be reimbursed by
the commmonwealth on or before Noveruber 10 following the fiscal year in
which the costs were paid; provided further, that any person applying for
versrans’ benefits to pay for services yvailable under chepter 118E of the
General Laws, shall also apply for medical assistance under said chapier
118E to mimimize cost of the commoenwealih and its municipalities;
provided forther, that veterans’ agemts shall completc apphuations
authorized by the executive office under sadd chapter 118F for any
veieran, widow and dependent applying for medieal assistance under said
chapter 115; provided further, that the veferans’ agent shall file the
application for the veteran or dependent for assistance under said chapter
T18E; provided fiwther, sthat the exenutive office shall act on all sad
chapter 118E applications and advise the applicant and the veterans® agent
of the applicant’s eligibility for szid chapter 118E healthears; provided
forther, that the veterans® agent shall advise the applicant of the right to
assistance for medical benefits under said chapter 115 pending approval of
the application for assistance under said chapter 118E by the excoutive
office; provided further, that the sectetary may supplement healthcare
pursuant to said chapter 118K with healtheare coverage under said chapter
115 if he determines that supplemenial coverage is necessary to afford the
vetsran or dependent sufficient relief and support; provided further, that
peymenis 1o or on behalf of 4 veleran or dependent pursvant to said
chapter 1135 shall not be considered income for the purposes of
determining eligibility under said chapter 118E; and provided further, that
benefits awarded pursvant to section 6B of said chapter 115 shall be
considered  countable  income hetetr e entan bt et bat bbbt

< 514,412,585
For the administration of the veterans® cometerics in the towns of Agawam
and Winehendon. o rcoeniernneconeeer 3871,662
 Reserves

For certebn debt service coniract asslstance to the Massachusgis

ir 190
5 of, 1982, provided, that the assistance she e expended
al Laws 82,531,761

of the
notwithstatiding settion 357 of chapter 10 of the

greystem; provided, that payments from thig @ shall

be distiibu y the department of early education and care to inCrease
reimbyssément tates for subsidized early educetion and care; provide
. that the increases shall be directed o expenditures for salares,

hittp//wwrw mass. gov/legis/laws/seslaw06/s1060139. httn
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. CHAPTER 139 OF THE ACTS GF 2006

$330,000 in revenues for expanded independent living and employment services from

4120-60D00

4125-0100

4125-0101

4125-0102

4180-0100

ral reimbursements recetved for services provided by the coparnigsion,
proXgded, that for the purpase of accommodating discrcwggehveen
ipt of retained revenue and related expenditurgs;”the depariment
expenses and the comptroller may caﬁ/itf;y,fg;ayment arnonfts
not to excéed the lower of this authorization gr-the most recent revenue
estimate repotted m the state acCOUDUNE BYELI . ieveimere s eeeni
$330,000

further, that the copmfiission shalhgxpend finds on a 24-hour basis for
e western Massachusetts; provided
expended for the Cape Cod
“program; and provided further, ot less than $75,000 shall
fded on the Keeping Rvery Youth ™ program  at the
Mazsachusetts Brain Trjury Associanion............. $9,046,110

Massachusatts Commission for the Deaf and Hard of Hearin

For thew:x of and services provided by.he Massachuseits
sommission fof"the ‘\Eleaf and hard of hearing .....,55,339,165

¢ deaf and hard of hearing;
end not more than $175,000 1w
behalf of interpreter services amd
- bequests, gifts or contributions; and
putposesgl atcommeodating discrepancies
between the receipt of pefained revemues-and related expendiiures, the
commission may incw’ expenses and the coggptroller may certify for
payment amounts nef to exceed the fower of this dsthorization. or the most
recent revenne” estimate as repeorfed in  the™glate  accountng

For the Massachusetts ’Qmmissisn For
provided, that the conumishion tmay
revenues from charpes recei
monies received from privaie
provided further, that for

ENEc 1211 I verremneenne $175,000
‘\.\_
For the ¢bsts associated with the provision of interpreter Sf:wices:\ftm.the

deaf 4nd hard of hearing at State House public hcarings ﬂi&?\,\

BVANLE ..o cirriessreone rrmrors rerereennerns 512,000

Soldiers’ Home in Massachusetts

For the maintenance and operation of the Soldlers” Heme in
Massachusetts located in the city of Chelsea, inchiding a specialized unit
for the treatment of Alzhcimer’s disease paticnts; provided, that graduates
from the LPN school of nursing shall work in staie-operated facilities for
at Jeast 1 year; provided further, that no fee, assessment or other charge
shall be imposed upon or required of any person [or any ouipatient
{reairnent, admission or hospitalization which exceeds the amount of fees
charged in fiscal year 2006; and provided further, that no mew fee,
assessment or other charge shall be implemented in fizcal year 2007

http://www.mass.gov/legis/laws/seslaw06/s10601 38 hitm
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except those associatod with the use  of  telephones and
EIEVISIONS . coarrerssresemreescenraresenreneessmeeessrvrnnorsor 308,416,752

41R0-02G0
The Soidier’s Home i Massachusetts may expend nol more than $25,000
ftom fees collected from velerans in its care for the purposcs of providing
television znd telophone senvicss to restdents; provided, that fees from the
nse of telephones and televisions shall only be cxpended for payments to
vendors for said services........ $25,000

41801100
The Soldiers’ Home n Massachusefts may espend not more than
$300,661 in revenurs for facihity maintenance and patient care, including
persconel costs; provided, that 60 per cemt of all revenues generated
pursuant to section 2 of chapter 90 of the General Laws throngh the
purchase of license plates with the desigoation VETERAN by shgible

—~veterans of the commonwealth,upon compensating-the registry-of motor

vehicles for the cost assceiated with the license plates, shall be deposited
into and for the purposes of this retained revenue account of the Soldiss’
Home ; and provided further, that notwithstanding auy general or special
law to the contrary, for the purpose of sccommodating timing
discrepancies between the receipt of retained revemues and related
expenditures, the Soldiers’ Home may incur expenses and the compraller
may certify for payment ammounts pot to exceed the lower of tiis
awthorization or the most recent revenues estimate as reported in the mate
accounting system, prior appropriation comtinued.....w e,
$300,661

Soldiers’ Home in Holyoks,

4199-0100
For the maintenance and operation of the Soldiers’ Home in Holyoke,
including the adult day care program, the Maguder House and the Chapin
Mansion, provided, that no fee, assessment or other charge shell be
imposed upon or reguired of any person for any outpatient frestment,

. admission or hospitalization which excceds the amount of fees charged in

fiscal year 2006; provided further, that no new fes, asseasment or other
charge shall be tmplemented in flscal vear 2007 except those associated
with the use ol telephones and televisions: and provided further, thet in the
operation of the outpatient pheruery, the Soldiers” Home shell caver the
cost of drugs prescribed &t the Soldiers” Home , excluding the required co-
payment, only when the veteran has no access to other drug insurance
coverage, including coverege through the program authorized by section
39 of chapier 19A of (he General Laws......... $18,531,625

The Governor reduced the following itemn

The Legistature overrotle the Governor's veto.

41900162
The Solkliers’ Home in Holyoke may expend for the cuipatient pharmacy
program an amount not to exceed $225,000 fom co-payments which it
may charge to users of the prograny, provided, that no co-payments shall
be imposed or tequited of any person which exceed the level of co-
payments charged in fiscal vear 2006; provided further, that no funds
gppropristed in this item shall be expended uniil the superintendent has
subinitied a report to the secretary and the house and senate commitices on

hop://www.mass. gov/icgis/iawe/seslaw(i6/s1060139. hitm 272002007
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ways and means detailing projected expenditures for fiscal years 2007 and 2008 and auy

4190-0200

4199-1100

and all assumptions used to project outpatient pharmacy spending for the
ontpatient pharmacy program from this item and jtem 4180-0100 by
Septomber 1, 2006 ; provided further, that said superintendent shall submit
a report to said secretary and the house and scnate commitiees on Ways
and means fhat shall include, but not be lmited to, demographic
information on said outpaticnt pharmacy users, including age and
insurance status, utilization information for the outpatient pharmacy,
including the numiber of generic prescriptions filled, the mumber of brand
name preseriptions filled, the number of 30-day supplies of generic drugs
dispensed, the umber of 30-day supplies of brand name drugs dispensed,
and a description of said Soldiers’ Hoeme s drug utilization review
program for the first 2 quarters of fiscal year 2007; provided further, that
gaid report shall be submitied not later than Jeuuary 16, 2007 ; and
provided farther, that notwithstanding amy general or special law 1o the
conttary, fot the purpose of accommodating thmmg discrepancies between
the receipl of retained revenves and relsted expenditures, the Soldiers’
home may incur expenses and the compureller may certify for payment
amounts not to exceed the lower of this suthorization or the most recent
revenue estimate as reported in the state accounting system...... $225,000

The Soldier's Home in Holyoke may expend not more thau $25,000 from
fees collected fom vetcrans in its care for the purposes of providing
television and telephone services o residents; provided, that fecs from the
ase of telephones and televisions shall only be expended for payments 1o
vendors for said services.... ... 825,000

The Soldiers’ Home in Holyoke may expend not more than $200,442 for
facility maintenance and patient carg, including personnel costs; provided,
that 40.per cent of all Tevenues generated pursuent to section 2 of chapter
90 of the General Laws through the purchase of license plates with the
designation VETERAN by eligible veterans of the conunonwealth, Bpoil
compensating the registry of motor vehicles for the cost associgred with
the ticense plates, shall be deposited into and for the purposes of this
setzined reverme account of the Suidiers’ Flome ; and provided further,
that notwithstanding any general or special law 1o the contrary, for the
purpose of accommodating timing discrepancies between the recsipt of
reratned revenues and related expenditures, the Soldiers’ Home may incur
expenses and the comptroller may cestify for payment amounts not 10
excead the lower of this guthorization or the most recent revenus estimate
as reported in the stale accounting system, prior  appropriation
OB s e e s ererersecmreessrrreneee S2010,442

OFFICE OF CHILDRER, YOUTH AND FAM}LE,SERWCES.
‘ Deputment of Youth éfww’ "

. //
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The Governor reduced the following itgw‘;’d“‘%-._,,__‘___
The Legislature overrode the Goverrior's veto, R

4200-0010

A

e
e

For ihc/gn;:l istration of the department of youth services; proﬁi(ied, that

http://enswmass. gov/lepis/laws/seslaw06/s1060135. 0t

Page 118 of 334

20202007

g (10



DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS SERVICES & BENEFITS
DONAT J. “DAN" LE BLANC
DIRECTOR/VETERANS' AGENT

CITY OF NEW BEDFORD

ScoTT W. LLANG, MAYOR
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City Council President L o =

Leo R. Pimental, Ward # 6 X S zn

133 Williams Strect T ppt

New Bedford, MA 02740 OCQ M
Dear Councillor 'Pimenta};

This is in response to your letter dated February 14, 2007 regarding the City Council motion for a “special license plate” to
support veterans’ benefits in the Commonwealth. I received a telephone call from State Representative Robert Koczera’s office
from Mr. Tobias M. Paulo Aide to Representative Koczera regarding this issue. I have attached for your review that information
faxed to me regarding the process to obtain a “special license plate” and await your and the Council’s subsequent

recommendations.

I have also included in the Attachment the fiscal year 2008 budget'for the Department of Veterans’ Services with specific
reference to line item number 4180-1100. Specific attention to the “VETERANS” license plate fees and to what programs the

revenues is directed.
I would suggest that if another license plate was designed as we suggest that these revenues could be directed to offset the 25%
charge to every City and Town in the Commonwealth for the M.G.L. Chapter 115 program. This could reduce the financial

burden on each community for this State mandate program. And may allow for an increase from the current 75% reimbursement
to each community o as much as 90% or 100%.

1 would be more than happy to discuss my views on this subject with you or any Commiitee that you or the Council fesls is
appropriate. I look forward to your response.

Sincerely,

Donat J. Le Blanc %

Director/Veterans Agent

Attachment
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