Gety of New Pocford

IN COMMITTEE

October 22, 2020

The Honorable City Council
133 William Street
New Bedford, MA 02740

Dear Honorable Members of the City Council:

The Committee on Public Safety & Neighborhoods at a Meeting held on Wednesday, October 14,
2020, considered a WRITTEN MOTION, Councillor Gomes, requesting that Mayor Mitchell and
School Superintendent Durkin put together the cost of installing security in all schools throughout
the City, which includes panic buttons, cameras, and evacuation plan; and further, consider hiring
armed guards possibly using former retirees from the Police Department and/or Veterans;
furthermore, that the School Department install a hotline within the school system for students to
report unusual activity, threats or even comments about guns or anything that threaten the
wellbeing and safety of all faculty and students, title it “YOU HEAR IT, YOU SEE IT, YOU
REPORT IT, TOGETHER WE MAKE OUR SCHOOL SAFE.” (To be Referred to the Mayor,
Superintendent Durkin, the School Committee and the Committee on Public Safety and
Neighborhoods.) (Ref’d 02/22/18) (03/14/18-returned unsigned by the Mayor) (05/21/18-tabled
90-120 days) (10/30/18-tabled 90 days)

On motion by Councillor Lopes and seconded by Councillor Giesta, the Committee VOTED: To
recommend to the City Council to take “No Further Action” on the WRITTEN MOTION,
Councillor Gomes, requesting that Mayor Mitchell and School Superintendent Durkin put
together the cost of installing security in all schools throughout the City, which includes panic
buttons, cameras, and evacuation plan; and further, consider hiring armed guards possibly using
former retirees from the Police Department and/or Veterans; furthermore, that the School
Department install a hotline within the school system for students to report unusual activity,
threats or even comments about guns or anything that threaten the wellbeing and safety of all
faculty and students, title it “YOU HEAR IT, YOU SEE IT, YOU REPORT IT, TOGETHER
WE MAKE OUR SCHOOL SAFE.” This motion passed on a voice vote.

IN COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY &
NEIGHBORHOODS
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Councillor Brian K. Gomes, Chairman
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CITY OF NEW BEDFORD
CITY COUNCIL

February 22, 2018

WRITTEN MOTION

Requesting that Mayor Mitchell and School Superintendent Durkin put together the cost of
installing security in all schools throughout the City, which includes panic buttons, cameras, and
evacuation plan; and further, consider hiring armed guards possibly using former retirees from the
Police Department and/or Veterans; furthermore, that the School Department install a hotline within
the school system for students to report unusual activity, threats or even comments about guns or
anything that threaten the well-being and safety of all faculty and students, title it “YOU HEAR IT,
YOU SEE IT, YOU REPORT IT, TOGETHER WE MAKE OUR SCHOOL SAFE.” (To be

Referred to the Mayor, Superintendent Durkin, the School Committee and the Committee on Public

Safety and Neighborhoods.)

Brian K. Gomes, Councillor at Large



