
COMMITTEE ON ORDINANCES  - November 13, 2018
MEETING AT 7:00 PM, 133 William Street, New Bedford, MA - City Council Chambers - Room 214

AGENDA
 

1. WRITTEN MOTION, Councillor Gomes, requesting, that the City and the State
Department of Transportation take immediate action on the new Route 18 railroad
overpass to install fencing and temporary surveillance cameras for the purpose of
catching those that choose to graffiti the railroad crossing; and further, that the
Committee on Ordinances once more look at the laws pertaining to graffiti in the City in
New Bedford and see if there’s anything we can do to strengthen them in order to
prosecute and hold accountable those persons who put graffiti in the City in New
Bedford. (Ref’d 12/14/17)
 
INVITEES: Joseph C. Cordeiro, Chief, New Bedford Police Department; David
Gerwatowski, Legal Counsel Attorney; Mikaela McDermott, City Solicitor;
Mary-Joe Perry, District Highway Director, District 5, Massachusetts
Department of Transportation;  Jamie Ponte, Commissioner, Department of
Public Infrastructure
 
2. WRITTEN MOTION, Councillor Gomes, requesting that the Committee on
Ordinances meet with the Inspectional Services Commissioner to discuss implementing
an Ordinance that would give City residents and Property Owners, with enough footage,
an opportunity to put solar panels in their backyards instead of the traditional roof solar
panels; and further that the City Solicitor along with the City Council’s Legislative
Counsel begin drafting an Ordinance that would allow residents with enough space, to
utilize their backyards to locate a solar farm. (Ref’d 9/13/18)
 
INVITEES: David Gerwatowski, Legal Counsel Attorney; Mikaela McDermott,
City Solicitor; Danny D. Romanowicz, Commissioner, Department of
Inspectional Services
 
3. RELATED MOTION, Councillors Gomes and Lopes, requesting, that the Committee
on Ordinances take a look at the current Abutter Lots Program and Ordinance, to see
what improvements can be made to acquiring and moving these properties onto the tax
roll; and further, that the Committee meet with the Tax Title Attorney to give the City
Council an explanation as to why the process is so complicated to roll over these vacant
and abutting lots from the City onto the tax roll which would improve the look and the
quality of these neighborhoods throughout the City; and further, that any lots that abut
non-owner occupied property, that the City hold a public auction for those lots to dispose
of surplus properties. (Ref’d 9/13/18)
 
INVITEES: Blair S. Bailey, Tax Title Attorney; Susan Bruce, Director,
Purchasing; David Gerwatowski, Legal Counsel Attorney; Mikaela McDermott,
City Solicitor
 
 



 
 
 
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), if any
accommodations are needed, please contact the Clerk of Committees Office at
508-979-1482.  Requests should be made as soon as possible but at least 48
hours prior to the scheduled meeting.



Item Title:
WRITTEN MOTION re Graffiti / Prevention and Prosecution

Item Detail:
1. WRITTEN MOTION, Councillor Gomes, requesting, that the City and the State Department of
Transportation take immediate action on the new Route 18 railroad overpass to install fencing and temporary
surveillance cameras for the purpose of catching those that choose to graffiti the railroad crossing; and further,
that the Committee on Ordinances once more look at the laws pertaining to graffiti in the City in New Bedford
and see if there’s anything we can do to strengthen them in order to prosecute and hold accountable those
persons who put graffiti in the City in New Bedford. (Ref’d 12/14/17)

Additional Information:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Type
1. Sec. 17-5 - Graffiti, Tagging, Defacing Property Cover Memo



Sec. 17-5. - Graffiti, tagging, or defacing property.  

Whoever intentionally, willfully and maliciously or wantonly, paints, marks, scratches, etches or 
otherwise marks, injures, mars, defaces or destroys the real or personal property of another including but 
not limited to a wall, fence, building, sign, rock, monument, gravestone or tablet or whoever sprays or 
applies paint or places a sticker upon a building, wall, fence, sign, tablet, gravestone, monument or other 
object or thing on a public way or adjoined to it, or in public view, or on private property, such person 
known or commonly known as "taggers" and such conduct or activity known or commonly known as 
"tagging," or other words or phrases associated to such persons, conduct or activity, and either as an 
individual or in a group, joins together with said group, with the intent to deface, mar, damage, mark or 
destroy such property, shall be punished for violating this section by a fine of not more than two hundred 
dollars ($200.00)  

This section shall be enforced consistent with the provisions of M.G.L.A. c. 266, §§ 126A and 126B.  

State Law reference— Defacing property, M.G.L.A. c. 266 §§ 126A, 126B.  

(Code 1963, § 14-114; Ord. of 9-15-03, § 1)  



Item Title:
WRITTEN MOTION re Solar Panels / Solar Farms

Item Detail:
2. WRITTEN MOTION, Councillor Gomes, requesting that the Committee on Ordinances meet with the
Inspectional Services Commissioner to discuss implementing an Ordinance that would give City residents and
Property Owners, with enough footage, an opportunity to put solar panels in their backyards instead of the
traditional roof solar panels; and further that the City Solicitor along with the City Council’s Legislative
Counsel begin drafting an Ordinance that would allow residents with enough space, to utilize their backyards to
locate a solar farm. (Ref’d 9/13/18)

Additional Information:



Item Title:
RELATED MOTION re Disposal of Foreclosed Tax Title Property

Item Detail:
3. RELATED MOTION, Councillors Gomes and Lopes, requesting, that the Committee on Ordinances take
a look at the current Abutter Lots Program and Ordinance, to see what improvements can be made to
acquiring and moving these properties onto the tax roll; and further, that the Committee meet with the Tax Title
Attorney to give the City Council an explanation as to why the process is so complicated to roll over these
vacant and abutting lots from the City onto the tax roll which would improve the look and the quality of these
neighborhoods throughout the City; and further, that any lots that abut non-owner occupied property, that the
City hold a public auction for those lots to dispose of surplus properties. (Ref’d 9/13/18)

Additional Information:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Type
3. Sec. 2-104 - Disposal of Foreclosed Tax Title Property Cover Memo

















Item Title:
Accessibility Statement

Item Detail:
 
 
 
 
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), if any accommodations are needed,
please contact the Clerk of Committees Office at 508-979-1482.  Requests should be made as soon as
possible but at least 48 hours prior to the scheduled meeting.

Additional Information:
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